Science Through Distance                     | A

Education : Counsellors'
Response - A Study

M.Satyanarayana Rao and G. Srinivasacharyulu

INTRODUCTION

In this age of information, especially information on scientific and
the technological developments in the application of science, information
has to be disseminated quickly in such a way that the fruits of these
endeavours are readily available to all people for exploitation and
exploration.

Science has had until recently an assured place only in regular,
conventional schools and colleges. Contrary to the beliefs of many
scientists who held that science cannot be confined to classrooms or
laboratory, it became a generally accepted notion that science required
classrooms and laboratories. Now, open and distance educational
institutions have started offering science programmes as a part of their
regular curricula. Such institutions are spending a good portion of their
budget on the necessities of science faculty viz laboratories, laboratory
equipments, instruments, specimens etc., video cassettes, hiring required
personnel for its programmes etc. Despite such heavy and regular,
recurring investments science programmes through distance education
mode do not compare favourably with those of conventional colleges.

Dr. B.R.Ambedkar Open University started imparting science
through the distance mode from the time of its inception i.e. 1983. It
is now high time we see where we are in our exercise, how we can rank
ourselves as science educators through the distance mode, how
successfully we are able to impart science education and how proficient
the students who receive the science programmes are.

This paper, which is based partly on the study on Science through
Distance Education, deals with the counsellors' response on Science
through Distance Education.
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